A total of 23 species belonging to 17 genera were investigated from the research area. The genera with number of species are: Alyssum (1 sp.), Brassica (5 sp.), Capsella (1 sp.), Cardamine (1 sp.), Coronopus (1 sp.), Eruca (1 sp.), Iberis (1 sp.), Lepidium (1 sp.), Lobularia (1 sp.), Malcolmia (1 sp.), Mathiola (1 sp.), Nasturtium (1 sp.), Neslia (1 sp.), Raphanus (1 sp.), Rorippa (2 sp.), Sisymbrium (1 sp.) and Thlaspi (2 sp.). Results were systematically arranged by alphabetic order of botanical names, followed by synonyms (if any), local name, description of the plant, flowering and fruiting period, type, local and general distribution.
INTRODUCTION
Mardan District lies between 34° 05' to 34° 32' nor th latitudes and 71" 48' to 72° 25' east longitudes. T he total area of the district is 1632 km 2 while the population, according to the census of 2008, is 1.96 million. It is bounded on the north by Buner District and Malakand protected area, on the east by Swabi and Buner Districts, on the south by Nowshera District and on the west by Charsadda District and Malakand protected area. Mardan district has two main regions, North-eastern hilly area and south western plains. The Northern side of the district is bounded by the hills while the southwestern area is composed of fertile plains with low hills. The summer season is extremely hot. The temperature reaches to its maximum (43.50°C) in the month of June. However, a rapid fall in temperature has been recorded from October onwards. The mean minimum temperature recorded for the month of January the coldest month is 0.5°C. Mo st of the rainfall occurs in the month of July, August, December and January. Maximum rainfall recorded for the month of August the rainiest month is 125.85 mm. The relative humidity is quite high throughout the year *Corresponding author. E-mail: shabnumflora@hotmail.com.
while maximum humidity (73.33%) has been recorded in December.
Brassicaceae is a cosmopolitan family. It is represented by 350 genera and 3700 species, primarily of the temperate region and cooler climate (Mabberely, 1987) . In Pakistan, it is represented by 92 genera and 250 species (Jafri, 1973) . It is well known for its oil producing seeds. The family is included in the order Brassicales. The family consists mostly of herbaceous plants with annual to perennial herbs, rarely woody or shrubby. Leaves are alternate or spirally arranged, generally simple and exstipulate. Inflorescences are usually racemose and corymbose. Flowers are usually hermaphrodite, hypogynous, actinomorphic, pedicellate and ebracteate. Sepals are 4 in two decussate pairs, inner and sometimes saccate at the base. Petals are 4 alternating with sepals, free, often with distinct claw, usually yellow, white or lilac and cruciform. Stamens are 6 (rarely 4, 2 or even 1 due to suppression, very rarely more than 6), tetradynamous, outer pair short and inner 4 are long; filaments are sometimes winged, toothed or appendaged; anthers are dithecous (very rarely monothecous) and fertile. Ovary is bicarpellate, syncarpous, 1-2-celled or with 2-many superimposed cells, 1-many ovuled on two parietal placentas; septum are false being formed by the placental outgrowths; style is simple, sometimes absent; stigma is often capitate, entire to bilobed. Fruit is short (silicula) or long (siliqua), dehiscent or indehiscent, usually opening from below by 2 valves. Seeds are 1-many in 1 to 2 rows, smooth, granular or reticulated.
Various This is the first attempt to compile and organize all the available data on the family Brassicaceae of the region. The investigated area is scientifically virgin, and is not thoroughly explored. There is no published report on flora of the region.
MATERIALS AND METHODS
The present research was conducted in 2010. The collections were made at the blooming period of plants. Research area was thoroughly visited and members of family Brassicaceae were collected. Plant specimens collected from various sites were tagged on spot with significant date, location and other characteristics. Their local names were also reported. Standard methods were followed for the collection, drying, mounting, preparation and preservation of plant specimens following Nasir and Ali (2001). The collected specimens were identified with the help of Flora of Pakistan (Jafri, 1973; Nasir and Ali, 1970, 1989) and already determined herbarium specimens of Islamia College University Peshawar. After identification the voucher specimen were submitted in herbarium, Department of Botany, Islamia College University, Peshawar, for future references.
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RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
Mardan District has an interesting location of biodiversity. This survey was undertaken with an aim of exploration, identification and documentation of the members of family Brassicaceae. In future, it will be helpful and serve for the conservation and sustainable utilization of plant resources of the area. In the light of the data recorded, a total of 23 species belonging to 17 genera of family Brassicaceae were collected from research area and documented. Information regarding botanical name, local name, flower color, habit, flowering season and life form of the species are given in the check list (Table 1) .
Maximum species (5) Lobularia maritima, Malcolmia africana and Mathiola incana) were ornamental while 1 species (Nasturtium officinal) was aquatic.
